
 May 2009    IBM Ring #92 — The Vancouver Magic Circle Magical Minutes            

 

The Children’s Magician of the Year show is 
almost upon us and it promises to be a great 
afternoon of magic and fun for the whole 
family. 

Top magicians are vying for the prestigious 
Wilf Rutherford trophy and title of 
“Children’s Magician of the Year.”   

It’s your vote that decides who wins so be a 
part of the action and join us on Sunday June 
the 7th at 1 pm at the Shadbolt Centre for 
the Arts – Studio Theatre 
6450 Deer Lake Avenue, Burnaby 

http://www.shadboltcentre.com/theatre.php 

General admission tickets are only $10. Avail-
able by phoning the theatre box office 
at 604-205-3000.  Get your tickets early to 
avoid disappointment. 

Since 1960, the Vancouver Magic Circle, now 
Canada's largest magic club, has held an an-
nual show featuring some of the finest chil-
dren's entertainers in western Canada. These 
magicians are vying for the honour of being 
titled Children's Magician of the Year, the 
winner being selected by popular vote of the 

audience. 
Please help make this event a success by 
spreading the word to anybody who may be 
interested in a fun and magical afternoon. 

After you read about the award winning per-
formance of Jack Chow and his cousin Juliana 
in this months tidbits section (page 4), you 
may want to see them perform this act at the 
Children’s Magician of the Year show in the 
2nd half. 

 

Thanks for your valuable support!  See you 
there! 

Neil 

neil.kremer@ibmring92.com 

604-288-2596 

Children’s Magician of the Year 
Newsletter Date: 

May 2009 
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MyLovelyAssistant.com 
Blatant honesty in a 
world of deception. 

Ever wanted an honest 
review of a product 
you’re considering pur-
chasing? Well, the last 
time I checked, Consumer 
Report didn’t review 
products in the magic 
category. Fortunately, 
there is help available. 

Check out 

www.mylovelyassistant.com 
for reviews done by pro-
fessionals such as Jeff 
McBride or David Acer. 
You can search for prod-
ucts from your favourite 
creator (hmmm.. Tony 
Chris… Matthew Johnson) 
or by Title, or Category. 
You can even register and 
submit your own reviews 
which may be posted af-
ter being reviewed by a 
moderator. 

http://www.mylovelyassistant.com/index.php�
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The next meeting of IBM RING #92, The VANCOUVER MAGIC CIRCLE, takes place on 
Thursday May 28th, 2009 at Sunrise Community Hall in Vancouver (1950 Windermere 
St.). This evening will be our annual “Close Up Night”, with the competitions for the H.B. 
MacLean Trophy for adults and the Dick Gardner Trophy for juniors.  

The H.B. Maclean Trophy is awarded in recognition of excellence in close up magic. The 
effect or routine must be easily performed in an intimate and close up setting. In order 
to keep this award separate and distinct from other Vancouver Magic Circle trophies, 
no playing cards or stage effects will be permitted. The spirit of this competition is to 
encourage growth in the fields of restaurant, table, trade show and walk around style 
magic. 

Likewise, the Dick Gardner Trophy is awarded in recognition of excellence in close up 
magic by a junior member. Unlike the adult competition, playing cards may be used in 
this presentation, but no stage effects will be permitted. 

6:30—Doors open  

7:00—Workshop begins 

8:00—Business Meeting 

8:20—Snacks and socializing 

9:00—Competitions 

The workshop this evening will be hosted by VMC member Peter Barrett. The workshop 
Peter will be giving will be a method to help in improving ones memory, especially in re-
gards to lists of various things or objects which you would like to recall at a later date. 
At least, I think that’s what Peter told me, I really can't remember (just kidding). 
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Don’t live down to 
expectations. Go out 
there and do some-
thing remarkable. 

~ Wendy Wasserstein 

 

May General Meeting—Thurs May 28th 
Close Up Night 
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Thanks to John Smithman and Rod Chow, we have some pictures to share. If you take pictures at any meetings or 
events, be sure to send them to us! (and check out http://www.champions.ca/vmc.html) 

April in Review                             Submitted by Munro Mackenzie 
The evening started with Matthew Johnson and 
Tony Chris (aka Tony Kazoleas) telling us of the 
ability of their company, Abacadabra Magic Me-
dia, to take any idea of a magician or a product 
and develop it from the gem of an idea to a fully 
finished production with no middleman and with 
minimum of time. It really was quite interesting 
how sophisticated their entire production could 
be. 

After a short business meeting it was on to the 
social hour with great food provided by Meira and 

Ora Pacht, the wife and daughter of 
member Rabbi Don Pacht. Just a 
little bit different and most tasty 
too. Thanks. Brianna Carlson added 
to our pleasure by providing a tray 
of tasty cupcakes. 

Then it was off to the competition 
for the Charles Howard Trophy 
which is a gimmick card night. 

First up was Rabbi Don Pacht who 
needed the help of Billy and Alex 
and 2 half decks of cards. He was 
followed by Andrew Musgrave, James 
Hanson, Henry Tom, Ray Roch, and 
finally Denzil Bee who all bedazzled 
us with their skills. 

    Then Brianna did a demonstration 
with rope and Steve Dickson also  did 
a demo while the judges totaled their 
scores. 

    The winner was Rabbi Don Pacht. 

    39 members and 6 guests had a fine evening. 

http://www.champions.ca/vmc.html�
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Tidbits                                   
Ray Roch: One-Man Parade 
I hope everyone checked out and en-
joyed the One-Man Parade article in 
the April 2009 issue of The Linking 
Ring. Our own Ray Roch was featured 
with a fantastic article. 

 

Chinatown Champs: 
A couple of weeks ago, Jack Chow and 
cousin Juliana Chow competed in the 
Chinatown Plaza Talent competi-
tion.  With their upbeat, colourful and 
wonderful stage magic act, they 
thrilled the audience and judges, cap-
turing 1st place and winning the grand 
prize of cash and jewellery. Hmmm… I 
wonder who got which ??? 

FISM: 
In July 2009, the 24th FISM will be 
held in Beijing. Shawn Farquhar will be 
representing CAM in Close-up cards, 
and Rod Chow will be representing IBM 
in Close-up Parlour.  

FISM is an abbreviation of Federation 
Internationale des Socits Magiques 
(International Federation of Magic 
Societies) founded in 1948. It is the 
International body bringing together 
the world's leading magic societies. 
The Federation today consists of 
over 80 clubs, both national and inter-
national, as well as national Federa-
tions which represent nearly 50,000 
Magicians from 41 countries. 

Learn more about it here… 
https://www.fism2009.org/index.asp 

 

F.F.F.F.  
The FFFF (Fechter's Finger Flicking 
Frolic) convention is the "Original 
Close-Up Magic Convention" and the 
most prestigious gathering of close-up 
magicians in the world. Since 1971 the 
By-Invitation-Only event continues to 
feature the best performers, creators 
and lecturers in the world (like 3 time 
FISM winner Shawn Farquhar and Rod 
Chow). 

"Fechter's Finger Flicking Frolic" com-
monly referred to as the 4F conven-
tion was started in April 1971 at the 
famous Forks Hotel in Buffalo, New 
York by Eddie Fechter, Bill Okal and 

"Obie" O'Brien, who decided that it 
would be nice to have a convention 
dedicated strictly to the art of close-
up magic. Bill Okal is no longer involved 
with the convention and Eddie Fechter 
passed away on March 31, 1979, leav-
ing Obie O'Brien who continues to pro-
duce "The Original Close-Up Magic 
Convention." 

The Vancouver Magic Circle is thrilled 
to be represented by 2 world class 
performers at this event. 

A picture from the archives.. Ray 
Roch and Juliana Chen at Science 

World in the early 80’s 

Jack Chow & Juliana Chow 

Shawn Farquhar performs his famous 
solid cups and balls 

Rod Chow receives his phD 
from Obie O’/brien 

Shawn Farquhar is announced as the 
Guest of Honor for 2014 

https://www.fism2009.org/index.asp�


 May 2009    IBM Ring #92 — The Vancouver Magic Circle Magical Minutes            

 

Page 5 

4F 2009 Review                                            Submitted by Rod Chow           

The official magazine of the Canadian Association of Magi-
cians, Northern Peeks, ran an 8 page article about Rod Chow 
in the Jan/Feb 2009 edition. The article was written by 
VMC member Lon Mandrake. I highly recommend that you 
try to get your hands on a copy and read it. Once I started 
reading I couldn’t put it down! 

Things you can learn from the article: 

• Did Rod’s parents approve of magic? 

• Who was the first magician Rod saw perform? 

• Was Rod a good student? 

• When was Rod’s first visit to a magic store? 

• How did Rod get involved with the VMC? 

• When did Rod win his first competition? 

• How did Rod meet “The Enchanting Sylvia”? 

• Who are some of the other people who have contrib-
uted to Rod’s great success? 

• Are Rod’s children interested in magic? (OK, maybe you 
don’t have to read the article for that one) 

You can find a link to the entire article here: 

http://sites.google.com/site/rodchowmagic/news 

Northern Peeks                                                 

It was an honor again to attend this invitation only convention 
which brings together the top close-up magicians and famous 
names in magic from all over the world.  This is a four day con-
vention held at the Holiday Inn in Batavia New York.  All lec-
tures and performances were held in a large room with tiered 
seating and with large screen video enhancement.  There was a 
moderate sized dealer’s room off to the side which was quite 
typical of dealer rooms found at most conventions, except 
with a bit more of a close-up emphasis.  The guest of honor 
this year was 2000 FISM World Champion in Card Magic, 
Henry Evans, who gave us an amazing performance as well as a 
superb lecture.  Next year’s guest of honor will be the long-
standing chairman of 4F, Obie O’Brien, who has the excep-
tional privilege of being honored on the 40th anniversary of 
4F.  At the end of the convention, our own Shawn Farquhar 
was announced as being the guest of honor for 2014.  This is 
not to be taken lightly, as being chosen to be a Guest of Honor 
puts Shawn into the category of being one of the greats of 
close-up magic amongst past famous legends in the close-up 
world.  As well, Shawn will be showered with gifts and special 
awards in addition to be given a front and centered reserved 
seat for the entire convention and prime reserved seating for 

all future conventions!  Shawn performed his new torn and 
restored mis-made signed $100 bill and his FISM award win-
ning solid cups and balls to fantastic response.  Trying some-
thing different, I performed my Money Magic routine entirely 
to music, and received some pivotal feedback and routining 
advice, especially from Shawn, and also from other 4F magi-
cians in preparation for my FISM run in Beijing, China, this 
July.  After my third time performing at 4F I was so proud to 
be presented a phD Doctor’s degree of magic from Obie 
O’Brien.  Shawn was privileged to receive this degree last 
year.   4F is not just about seeing spectacular close-up per-
formances by FISM and other International Award winners, 
but also about the learning, which in general is not unlike the 
lectures we bring in here for the VMC, but most valuable it is 
about being around the best of the best magicians who are 
willing to talk, share, give advice and establish friendships 
with you.  Plus thanks to the hospitality of Obie O’Brien and 
his board of directors, which includes, IBM International 
President and CAM President, Joan Caesar, we get free 
donuts every night, free drinks every afternoon, and free 
meals! 

http://sites.google.com/site/rodchowmagic/news�
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X-elent Lecture Series Review — Levent             Submitted by David Parker        
I wasn’t really sure what to expect as I walked into the 
lecture hall at Douglas College on May 1, 2009. I had not 
heard of Levent before, nor had any of the people in the 
VMC that I asked about him, except for Ray Roch, who had 
seen him on cruise ship, and said he was remarkable. 

After a wonderful introduction by Gord Boyes, Levent told 
us of the structure of the lecture. He would start out with 
the Fundamental Rules of Stage Magic. He created these 
nine rules based on patterns and commonalities from 
watching the masters of the past. I expected this to be 
boring, especially as he had already emailed the rules out 
to us, so I had read them already. But what I was not ex-
pecting, and what made it really inter-
esting was that for each rule, he per-
formed an example trick that the rule 
applied to, and I could see how important 
that rule was. Now, he had caught my 
interest, and I could appreciate all of 
the work he had put into researching the 
classical magicians in order to come up 
with these rules. 

He showed us various magicians’ versions 
of the Salt Pour Trick. He pointed out some of the 
strengths and weaknesses, and then showed us how he had 
studied those to come up with his version of that trick, 
which he then demonstrated. 

By researching Charlie Miller articles, Levent found a new 
finale to the Professor’s Nightmare Rope Trick, which he 
modified slightly and demonstrated to us. 

Levent demonstrated some silk magic using dye tubes, and 
gave us a brief history lesson of the dye tube. He told us 
of a Vancouver connection to his marketed Half Dyed 
Silk Trick. While performing on a cruise ship he 
stopped at Jacko’s Magic Shop (owned by our own 
Jack Mellor) and bought a Japanese silk and dye tube 
trick, which he put away without opening. Awhile later 
he found himself on a cruise ship needing to create 
some additional material for a show, so he pulled out 
the trick, only to find that the instructions were in 
Japanese. He played around with the trick, and one 
thing led to another, and this led to his unique crea-
tion of a dye tube for a Half Dyed Silk Trick. Jack 
was at the lecture, remembers that trick, and claims 
that there should have been English instructions in 
the trick. 

Then it was time for the 35 members and 6 guests to 
take a break and look at the Salt Pour trick, Half 

Dyed Silk Trick, and Miser’s Dream DVD that Levent had 
for sale. 

Following the break it was time for our draw of one mem-
ber who booked in advance to win back their $20 admission 
fee. This time, we had a repeat winner - Dave Hamil, who 
repeated his generous gesture of donating his winnings to 
the club. Thank you Dave. 

And then it was time for the Gifts of Appreciation: the 
coveted VMC pen - oooooh, the lovely VMC garment bag - 
aaaaaah, and last but not least -- at this point Levent piped 
up with, “The BC Bag of Weed”, but that was not to be the 

case, as he was presented with the Taste 
of Canada, Maple Leaf Cookies - yummy! 

Levent has written a book on Roy Benson. 
As part of his research, he was able to 
obtain a rare video clip of Roy Benson 
doing his Billiard Ball Routine. Levent 
then recreated the routine for us, fol-
lowed by an explanation of how he did it. 
Then he showed us his own Billiard Ball 
Routine using 8 balls without any body 
loads. 

The finale of the evening was Levent’s Miser’s Dream Rou-
tine. This was the most hilarious version I have ever seen. 
Not only does he produce coins from all over the place, he 
manages to steal wallets and jewellery, and when a specta-
tor cannot produce a coin from behind their ear - he pro-
duces a plastic ear, then proceeds to produce coins from 
it. And I won’t even discuss the state of the coins that 
came out of his nose. 

Way to go, Levent. Thanks for an entertaining evening  
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Chow Chow Chow  

Fielding West - Comedy Magic 

Fielding West is not only a magician’s magician but 
he possesses that very rare and impeccable sense 
of comedic timing that has landed him the opening 
spot for some of the biggest names in show busi-
ness. 

A winner in the prestigious Desert Magic Seminar’s 
Comedy Magic Competition, Fielding has opened the 
show for such A-list celebrities as Liza Minnelli, 

Glen Campbell and dozens more. 

His numerous network television appearances in-
clude spots on A&E’s An Evening at the Improv, 
Caroline’s Comedy Hour, and NBC’s The World’s 
Greatest Magic and World’s Wildest Magic spe-
cials. 

Fielding is also in demand as a writer, magic con-
sultant and technical director and has worked with 
Lance Burton, Siegfried and Roy and many others. 

X-elent Lecture Series—June 12, 2009 

I saw the article, didn’t understand a thing, 
but it has great pictures and looks very 
impressive. 

A 4 page colour feature Ming Pao article 
was published in the Ming Pao Saturday 
Magazine on April 11, 2009.  

The headline and main thrust of the article 
is: 

Vancouver Chinatown's Famous Magic 
Family 
Rod Chow and sons Jack and Nicholas are 
all champion magicians with exceptional 
skills. They, along with wife, mom and magic 
assistant Sylvia, operate out of the famous 
world's narrowest building in Chinatown, 
which is also home to their insurance bro-
kerage, Jack Chow Insurance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find a link to the entire article here:   http://sites.google.com/site/rodchowmagic/news 

http://sites.google.com/site/rodchowmagic/news�
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Our next guest lecturer will be Fielding 
West on June 12th.  

The next installment of 
the X-elent lecture series 
features guest lecturer 
Fielding West on June 12th 
at Douglas College in New 
Westminster (700 Royal 
Avenue, Room 2203). As 
always, cost for members 
in advance is $20, or $25 
at the door. Cost for non-
members is $30 in advance 
or $35 at the door. Junior 
members are free! 
 

Coming Events 
2009 X-elent Lecture Series 

June 12th—Fielding West—Comedy Magic 

September 4th—Kostya Kimlat—The Many Sides of Magic 

November 6th— Curtis Kam—Coin Magic Connoisseur 

 

Disclaimer—These Magical Minutes have been brought to you on a tight deadline with little resources. The author(s) accept no responsibility for typos, spelling 
errors, grammatical errors, accuracy of fact (or lack of), omission of details, layout, graphics, political correctness, oversight of individuals or groups or groups of 
individuals who may or may not have contributed to the creation process or the creative  inspiration of others. No animals were harmed in the creation of this 
newsletter. 

PCAM 2009 
Pacific Coast Association of Magicians 

The PCAM 2009 convention will be held on a cruise ship, 
the Norwegian Pearl, a magnificent vessel with everything 
you could possibly want from a five star hotel, departing 

the port of Vancouver on Monday September 21st, disem-
barking in Los Angeles on Saturday September 26th, with 
stops in Astoria (Oregon) and San Francisco.  After arrival 

in Los Angeles, the plan is for a group of us to go to  
Magicopolis (www. Magicopolis.com) the afternoon or  

evening of Saturday Sept 26th.  

Don’t miss it!! 

Check www.magicatsea.com for more info. 
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Children’s Magician of The Year 
Sunday June 7, 2009 

Shadbolt Theater, Burnaby 
 

Join us as last years winner Mike Norden emcees the competition for the 
Wilf Rutherford Trophy in recognition of the best childrens appeal magic. 

 

General admission tickets are only 10 dollars – available via the box office 
at 604-205-3000. 

Visit the Shadbolt Theater website for more information: 

http://www.shadboltcentre.com/events.php?eventid=47 

http://www.shadboltcentre.com/events.php?eventid=47�
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