
February     2015

The Magical Minutes

Please join us on 
Thursday, February 26th 

for our annual 

Installation Banquet 
as we induct the 2015 Executive and unveil the winners of 

this year’s Murray Award and Kramien Award!
The fun starts at 6:00 PM at a super secret location 

(Flamingo Chinese Restaurant - 7510 Cambie Street, Vancouver).

2015 Award Nominees:
Murray Award  Kramien Award 

Matthew Biane Billy Hsueh

Chris Yuill
Billy Hsueh

Chris Yuill
Richard Piamonte

Alex Seaman

Matthew Jones



PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE

Hello	
  fellow	
  Vancouver	
  Magic	
  Circle	
  Members!	
  

Happy	
  Belated	
  Valen<ne's	
  Wishes	
  	
  
and	
  Gung	
  Hay	
  Fat	
  Choy!	
  

We	
  have	
  our	
  installa<on	
  banquet	
  quickly	
  
approaching.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  Thursday,	
  February	
  26,	
  2015	
  
and	
  I	
  am	
  excited!	
  	
  The	
  deadline	
  for	
  purchasing	
  
<ckets	
  has	
  been	
  extended	
  to	
  Monday,	
  February	
  
23,	
  2015.	
  	
  There	
  will	
  be	
  NO	
  <ckets	
  sold	
  at	
  the	
  
door.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  an	
  event	
  you	
  will	
  not	
  want	
  to	
  miss.	
  	
  
It	
  is	
  being	
  held	
  at	
  the	
  Flamingo	
  House	
  Restaurant	
  
at	
  7510	
  Cambie	
  Street	
  in	
  Vancouver.	
  	
  	
  

We	
  will	
  be	
  taking	
  the	
  pres<gious	
  club	
  photo	
  at	
  6:30	
  PM	
  sharp.	
  	
  We	
  will	
  then	
  feast	
  
on	
  an	
  11	
  course	
  Chinese	
  meal.	
  	
  Following	
  dinner,	
  our	
  IBM	
  President,	
  Shawn	
  
Farquhar,	
  will	
  be	
  on	
  hand	
  to	
  officially	
  inaugurate	
  our	
  new	
  execu<ve	
  and	
  awards	
  
will	
  be	
  presented.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  flying	
  Bizzaro	
  in	
  from	
  Las	
  Vegas	
  to	
  entertain	
  us	
  for	
  the	
  
evening.	
  	
  Bring	
  your	
  family,	
  bring	
  your	
  friends	
  as	
  this	
  promises	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  truly	
  
magical	
  night.	
  	
  Bizzaro	
  will	
  be	
  doing	
  a	
  lecture	
  the	
  following	
  night,	
  Friday,	
  February	
  
27th,	
  Room	
  2201,	
  	
  Douglas	
  College	
  in	
  New	
  Westminster	
  at	
  6:30	
  PM.	
  	
  	
  

On	
  Wednesday,	
  March	
  25,	
  2015,	
  we	
  have	
  Jay	
  Sco\	
  Berry	
  coming	
  to	
  town.	
  	
  The	
  
lecture	
  will	
  take	
  place	
  at	
  6:30	
  PM,	
  Room	
  2201,	
  Douglas	
  College	
  in	
  New	
  
Westminster.	
  	
  There	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  workshop	
  the	
  following	
  day	
  star<ng	
  at	
  4:00	
  PM	
  at	
  
the	
  Sunrise	
  Community	
  Hall.	
  	
  Due	
  to	
  Jay's	
  schedule,	
  this	
  was	
  the	
  only	
  <me	
  we	
  
could	
  schedule	
  a	
  workshop.	
  	
  Our	
  regular	
  mee<ng	
  will	
  follow	
  this	
  workshop	
  with	
  
the	
  Cecil	
  Ackery	
  and	
  Rick	
  Honey	
  Comedy	
  compe<<ons.	
  	
  	
  	
  

I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  seeing	
  you	
  all	
  at	
  these	
  magical	
  events.	
  

Graham	 
Graham	
  Kita	
  
President,	
  Vancouver	
  Magic	
  Circle,	
  IBM	
  Ring	
  #92





A month in pictures…

Thank you to John Smithman, our official Ring 92 photographer, as well as the 
many members and friends who share their memories with us on Facebook.







The Vancouver Magic Circle's 2015 year 
started off with a jam session.  Gary 
Spence read obituary of his late father Alf.   
After the reading of the obituary, the broken 
wand ceremony took place with President 
Graham Kita reading the broken wand 
ceremony.  The wand was displayed, and 
then broken by Dennis Hewson and then 
handed to the Spence family, Ana, wife of 
Gary, and Joyce, wife of Alf.  This is also 
one trick night and past president's night 
where past presidents and members must 
do a magical effect.  

Past presidents doing their one magical 
effect were Ray Wong and Alex Seaman.  
Other members performing their one 
magical effect were Matthew Jones, Lon 
Mandrake, Richard Piamonte, Kelvin Ng, 
Michael Nemeth, Yoosik Oum, Chris Yuill 
and Steve Dickson. 

Ballots for the Kramien and Murray awards 
were handed out.  The nominees for the 
Kramien award were Chris Yuill, Richard 
Piamonte, Matthew Jones, Billy Bales 
Hsueh, and Alex Seaman.  The nominees 
for the Murray award were Chris Yuill, Billy 
Bales Hsueh and Matthew Biane.  The 
winners will be announced at the annual 
installation banquet on Thursday, February 
26.  

The business portion of the meeting 
included the installation banquet, the 
Bizzaro lecture on Friday, February 27 and 
the Jay Scott Berry lecture on Wednesday, 
March 25.  Jay will also be presenting a 
workshop on Thursday, March 26 at 
4:00pm which coincides with our regular 
meeting.   

This is the month where we have the 
election of new officers for the 2015 magic 
year.  Alex Seaman conducted the election 

p r o c e d u r e .  
Positions were 
o p e n f o r 
President, 1st 
VP, 2nd VP, 
s e c r e t a r y , 
treasurer and 
sergeant -at-
arms.  Steve 
Dickson was nominated for 
2nd VP, but he declined.  No other 
members accepted any of the positions.  
Therefore all positions were won by 
acclamation.  The new officers for the 2015 
magic year are Graham Kita-President, 
Billy Bales Hsueh-1st VP, Kelvin Ng,-2nd 
VP, Karen Eskilson-Secretary, Wiley Allen-
treasurer and Dennis Chan-sergeant-at -
arms.  They will be sworn in at the 
installation banquet. Congratulations to the 
new executive for the 2015 magic year.  

This is also initiation night for new 
members, who, in order to become full-
fledged members of the Vancouver Magic 
Circle, will have had to have performed 
three magical effects at an earlier date.  
Presiding over the initiation ceremony was 
Graham Kita.  The newly initiated members 
are Yoosik Oum, Richard Piamonte and 
Edward Stehr.  Congratulations and 
welcome to the club. 
 
Dennis Chan provided the refreshments. 
Billy Bales Hsueh donated Starbucks 
coffee as prizes and he also sold raffle 
tickets.  John Smithman, the club's official 
photographer took photos of the evening's 
events. 

There were 21 members and 4 guests in 
attendance. 

  -I’m Dennis Chan

October Report     By: Dennis Chan



“When I was a     President and officer in various clubs, we 
always had open board in member's homes or in restaurants 
at least two weeks before the general club's meetings to 
d i s c u s s t h e v a r i o u s i s s u e s a n d p r o b l e m s , m a ke 
recommendations, and plan how we could complete our goals 
and note our progress. All was recorded in the newsletter. The 
board meetings were also training as the members came up 
the ladder to be   a President. 
 
       The reason that members do not run for office is, first off a 
lack of experience.   They don't know how to BE a Sergeant-at-
arms, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Vice-President, a President, 
a committee Chairman or a committee member , and  
 Parliamentarian They don't know how to conduct themselves 
i n s u ch a n o f fi c e o r ch a i r p e r s o n ' s d u t i e s u s i n g 
Parliamentarian procedure.     They will learn only by 
attending board meetings, joining in discussions, or just 
listening to an experienced mentor officer. 
 
      Texting is not learning, phoning is not learning, though it is 
sort of communication.    The down and dirty part of the club 
work is done with the various committee chairperson, officers, 
past and present, others getting together and working it out.  
 Only then should an issue be taken to the general meeting and 
with their recommendations, so the club has confidence with their officers and 
comfortable in their recommendations. 
 
       The President presides over the meeting, though may make suggestions,    but the 
board makes the decision for any events, or work, or on any issue, and will make   their 
recommendations to the general membership.    Both the time and place of the open 
board meeting and eventually their decisions should be recorded in the newsletter., 
BEFORE any recommendation or discussion at the next meeting. Informed members  
  may or may not attend the meeting but they still feel included. Because of the 
enlightened membership there, the discussions and voting are shorter,    they move on 
to their   other club's activities. 
 
     Another reason people won't run for office, or even attend, is that the former officers 
and are    just plain worn out    They may come to meetings but beg not to be put on a 
committee or nominated for office again.    These past officers are constantly called to 
club duty and need a rest from responsibility.     Perhaps they have not, or did not 
DELEGATE chores to their committees or their committee chairpersons FAILED   them 
and so they had to also take on    those delegated    duties.    Not fair but it happens, 
doesn't it?” 
           To be continued…

Betty Gallucci's Voice 
Part 1 of a 2-part feature

Betty Gallucci (stage name Betty 
Boop), is a Clown and a Realtor in 
Oswego, OR, who has served as 
President and executive of a variety of 
Magic clubs and boards.  In a recent 
interview, she shares some of the 
secrets of her success.
Betty is almost 88 years old!



Rabbi Don Pacht had the opportunity to interview Gary about how 
much magic has been a part of his life!

Everyone’s favourite feature!! 

How I got  
started in Magic…. 

Getting to know Gary Savard

How did you first become interested in magic? 
I  always  wanted  to  do  something  in  the  Performing 
Arts.  As a kid I tried guitar.  In school I would have 
liked to have taken drama but I’m a terrible cold reader 
!!!  But I loved improv !!!!
It wasn’t till  the ripe old age of 21 and Expo ‘86 in 
Vancouver  where  I  saw  some  very  talented  street 
performers.   I  knew  then,  that  I  wanted  to  be  a 
performer like that.   I  loved the Vents,  Mimes ,  and 
Magicians.
One of these performing arts was for me!

How did you decide that magic was for you?
In  the  early  80’s  I  visited  a  magic  shop  in  New 
Westminster  called  “That’s  Magic”  were  I  met  the 
owner Steve Dickson (you may have heard the name).  

He  Gave 
me a couple of lessons and right then I was bitten 
by the magic bug and he opened up the door for 
me into the world of magic.
Thanks Steve!

What is your favourite type of audience and why?
My favourite  type  of  audience  is  human beings 
because I don’t think animals get my jokes??????
Seriously  I  love  all  audiences  and  appreciate 
anyone that would take their time out of their busy 
schedule to come see my show.

Continued on page 11





Getting to know Gary Savard…continued from page 9. 
What  do  you  love  and  appreciate  most 
about having Magic in your life?
Making  people  laugh  and  making  them 
have fun.  Letting them forget about the 
busyness of life for just a moment.  I tell 
people all the time, If I didn’t need money 
I’d perform for free all the time.  This is 
the joy I  get  out  of  it.   Seeing people’s 
reactions  and  enjoying  their  laughs  and 
amazement together.
I’m  very  grateful  for  having  this  great 
skill and never…never take it for granted.

What is your most memorable magic experience?
One of my most memorable magic experiences is meeting Gay Blackstone last year 
in  Vegas  with  Murray  Sawchuck  at  Pawn Stars  Shop  and  getting  to  hold  Harry 
Blackstone’s Vanishing Bird cage Just before Gay pawned it off to Rick on the show!



"Never, Never, Never Say NEVER”  -Gary Thadani

Richard Piamonte saw this sign at Disney World in Florida and shared it on Facebook!


